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ThePreface to the Reader. 


h ſeefſt befoze thine eies (gentle Reader) the face of the flozifbing 
gdome of France, whoſe luſtre and glozte at chis pzeſent is a little 
Log and .dymmed by the cyuill diſſention and-bloudy bzoilez'that a 
loag time hane afflicted it. J knowe manyfamous Colmographers haue 
in their maps deſcribed the country in ample ſozt, vato whom an ancient 
Hiſtoziographer gaue the firſt and greateſt light, J mean lulus Cxlar who- 
in his learned and eloquent Commentaries of France did ſo excellently 
well that all ehe wziters in the wozld, and lap all their pens an*: wits to- 
gether in that matter, cannot doe ſo well- againe,” op bnce\come neare! : 
him, conſidering the time chat he wzote was ſo long agone. Amongſt other” 
that haue wzitten fince of the country and people of France, Beile-Foreſts: 
hath-not deſerued the leſt p2aiſe foz bis Tollectſons out of ſundry good 
and appzoued Anthours, publithed concerning this matter. Now thow 
haſt alſo here of vs a bzeif Topographicall deſcription of France ans 
Navarre, gathered out of many ofthe later wziters not to bee neglefted, 
_— are exactlye and bziefly deſcribed cheir Regions, Pzovinces, : 
Citcies, Caſtels, and Foztreſſes, the commodities of enery ſople, the na» Ws 
ture of the Inhabicantes, their aunctent and moderne maners, lawes, | 2 
rights and cuſtomes, with diners other thinges coincident to the ſame, 154 
and verye meete to bee knowne in ſuch an Hitozie. To dee bzeif J wall 
nor neede to wzite at large of the Country in this place, foz that thu ſhale. 
bee infozmed thereof moſt amply by one that can ſett it downe fn better 
manner then J. JI will ſpeake a wozde oz two of Pariz, the capitall City 
and metropolis of all France, an vniuerſity whoſe fame is (p2ead through. 
out all Europe foz the famous Scholes of learning therein,and I thinke fe 
to bee beſide one of the mot yopnlous Cityes in the wozkd . The number « Y 
of whole Inhabitants is of many millyons, and:tomake ſhozter, is, as it” © 
were another wozld, oz rather as one ſaid of ancient Rome, an epitome of i 
the wozld : withthe Crowne of France is inveſted-as this peſent 
che Fourth lyneally deſcended from Saint Lodouicke, -who- 
Armes with the princes of his bloud 
Crowne: Remarked fo: the moſt 
the moſt victorious and invincible 
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and fo; his country if there be any that will empeache«he goodnes any. - 
beautie thereof, to (ay that it is notſo fruitful noz (o pleaſant, noz ſo well 


Fruitefull France! Moſt happy Land, happy and 
O perle of rich Exropean bounds, O earthly Para — 
All haile ſveete ſoile: O Frexce the morher of many 
ace chair gloom aniinds thor 
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phy Gai and ore the 
mfſin-dye over the darkeſt grays 
or foren ore matigolds in May. 
r Tounes to Provinces ariſe, 
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No Lon mtby dts hue ee mrong 
Hou the Fran: rivers-rich-fwifr. gliding benor rold 
olden ſands —_— Pibble. ſtones, nor ore ofmaſfiue 
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* Suluer pure iog from downe thy mountaioes be \ 16h ; 
Nod exc iy Pre Dian Gene on thy od 41448 

ce hang thn rich none ale nes, Wa 
wy pits, Sindoa fine Graine : Nd ao lent nngy' 5:3 


To make thee farre and Rtoioananger ec NO IT Naw 
Tit only Peace, thou lackſt. Alas}O'God whoſe Eyes 0 a tic 
Oarbleſlinges and our miſerics,thine E yes 6f metey gladcs gt +15 
Vppon our preſent State and quench the fl flames conſuming Frances ©it 
Sweete father tyrne our ſtormes to calmes: Thy heauy hand retyre, © 
Hide quickly in thy Quiverall the Arrowes of thine 1te. 


Thon cant not Gentle iniver velce (s kiokiemy ins aehie nat” 
then this excellent poet hath told thee, c5cerning they great treaſures, com-- 
modities and pleaſures thereof, wherein it is wozthely to be pzeferred be-- 
koze all other countryes vuderthe ſcope of the heauens. Thou ſeeſt firſt-” 
with what wozthy and bonozable titles hee ſaluteth this rich and flourf- 
territozp 2 then ſpeaketh of che great numbers of warryours, famous 
, and men of greatlearaing that it hath bzought fozth and bzed. 
ſerterh vowne the Dcituation of the Countrey: to wit: that it is 
towards the weſt and the Nozth with the buge Ocean Dea: 4 to 
the Douthward with the Meditcerrane: being full of diners riners 02 rather 
litle ſeas, paſſing and runninge eyerie way cleane thozow the mayne: net 
names whereof are : The Roſne, the Saone, Dordone, Loyre, 
Seyne, and Oyſe : beſides a great number of others ſmalter and yet 
famous totFt hath her cities,as x under ofothoep nad 6 Fer ers 
and many other wich are moze populous then ſo many dutchies, Countries 
and whole pzouinces. The foztreſſes at this day are fayrex,moze innumber © 
and better foztified then ener befoze. As foz the Cinilityof the-people, J 
gafrhs Connery Sale Ee I es \Thefertt- 
ofthe Country is almoſt incredible: the ayre is temperat every where. 
Foz rampires and walles tt hath che two ſeas : and likewiſe the mon 
taines called the Alpes towards lralie t and the Pyrenzan monntaines to» | 
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hauingonthe Eaſtſide Sauoy ' 
ontheweſt Rhoſne,onthe Nozth Lionois ; on the 
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